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fortune. Our troops, under Braddock, were dishonourably
defeated; our fleets have yet done nothing more than
taken a few merchant ships, and have distressed some pri-
vate families, hut have very little weakened the power of
France, The detention of their seamen makes it, indeed,
less easy for them to fit out their navy; hut this deficiency
will he easily supplied by the alacrity of the nation, which
is always eager for war.

It is unpleasing to represent our affairs to our own dis-
advantage ; yet it is necessary to show the .evils which we
desire to be removed; and, therefore, some account may
very properly be given of the measures which have given
them their present superiority.

They are said to be supplied from France with better
governours than our colonies have the fate to obtain from
England. A French governour is seldom chosen for any
other reason than his qualifications for his trust. To be a
bankrupt at home, or to be so infamously vitious, that he
cannot be decently protected in his own country, seldom
recommends any man to the government of a French co-
lony. Their officers are commonly skilful, either in war or
commerce, and are taught to have no expectation of honour
or preferment, but from the justice and vigour of their ad-
ministration.

Their great security is the friendship of the natives, and
to this advantage they have certainly an indubitable right;
because it is the consequence of their virtue. It is ridi-
culous to imagine, that the friendship of nations, whether
civil or barbarous, can be gained and kept but by kind
treatment; and,, surely, they who intrude, uncalled, upon
the country of a distant people, ought to consider the na<-
tives as worthy of common kindness, and content them-
selves to rob, without insulting them. The French, as has
.been already observed, admit the Indians, by intermar-
riage, to an equality with themselves; and those nations,,
with which they have no such near intercourse, they gain
over to their interest by honesty in their dealings. Our